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ECORATIVE fancies of the pres- 
ent day among their various 
forms take the shape of lattice 
work, which is in high favor. 
Although many of the styles 
were originally Japanese, yet 
American ingenuity has so far 
assimilated them to American 
ideas and needs that their Japa- 
nese character as well as name 
has to a great extent dropped 
from them, and they are now 
actually domestic productions, 
and rival in delicacy of construc- 
tion and beauty and variety of 
design the choicest productions of the wonderfully ingenious 
people from whose patient handiwork we glean so many quaint 
and charming suggestions. 

Among the attractive novelties in lattice work are screens of 
three or five panels. They are hung with the new roller hinges, 
allowing them to fold in either direction, a most important 
point, and one which will add much to their value. The lattice 
may be lined with silk or other suitable material, or may be 
woven with braid and tassels, the latter style being less useful 
for obstructing the light or view than as an ornamental bit of 
furnishing, the finish for a corner, or the back ground for a rare 
specimen of pottery. 

The original lattice was somewhat conventional and monot- 
onous in its patterns, but of late there is much more pains 
taken in its design and arrangement. 

During a recent visit to the establishment of the leading 
American manufacturer of this class of decorations, many choice 
novelties in lattice work were shown. One of these was a section 
designed for the upper portion of the arch between two large 
rooms, which were to be divided by a portiere. .This lattice was 
of finely polished walnut, put up in a great variety of artistic 
patterns and set at intervals with fine cut glass roundels and 
jewels in various colors. The section was made up of many 
panels and cross pieces, each 
of a different pattern, the 
entire work being most 
tastefully and accurately 
finished. The surface was 
very smooth, no irregulari- 
ties being noticed in the 
joinings, which was made 
firm by being glued wher- 
ever two pieces of wood 
came in contact. 

The process of making 
this lattice is very interest- 
ing. The small strips of 
which it is composed are 
made ready by machinery, 
which saws and cuts them 
exactly alike. There are 
long outer pieces for the 
frame work and many small 
strips for the middle portion. 
The long pieces are made 
up in bundles, the small 
ones are put in bags, and in 
this shape they are sent to 
the homes of a small army 
of girls, who put them toge- 
ther, carefully fitting each 
little piece into its place. 
Some of these girls work 
very rapidly, and the manu- 
facturers consider them more 
expert than the men they 
formerly employed for this 
purpose. A messenger col- 
lects the lattice pieces after 
the girls have finished their 
work on them, and takes 
them back to the polishing 
and finishing room, where 
brushes worked by steam 
power go over them, giving 
them the polish that hand 
work could not give, as the 
delicacy of the structure 
would not bear the strain 
of hand pressure. During 



the process of putting together the settings for the jewels may be 
put in or their places may be left until the polishing is finished. 

A notable work in this line is the cashier's office in one of 
the leading confectionery establishments in the City of Buffalo. 
The office, which is made almost entirely of lattice work, ex- 
tends across about two-thirds of the width of the store at the 
back. The front is in bay window shape, the desk being situated 
inside of the straight portion of the face of the window. Over 
the desk is the cashier's window ; the entrance door is upon 
one side. Contrary to the usual custom the enclosure extends 
from ceiling to floor. The upper portion is in exquisite design, 
and all through the panels are set jewels of various colors, 
through which the light is reflected in a thousand prismatic 
hues. Altogether the effect is one of the finest ever produced in 
such work. The wood is natural cherry, highly polished; the 
jewels are from three-fourths of an inch to one and one-half 
inches across and are cut in regular facets like diamonds. 

There are many uses to which fine lattice work may be put. 
Very attractive easel tops are made of it. The sides are either 
flat and carved or round, some of them being in imitation of 
bamboo. Cross pieces of lattice finish the top and are occasion- 
ally set in the sides. Handsome wall and standing cabinets have 
fronts and sides of lattice. These may be lined with silk if it is 
desirable to keep out the dust. A pretty cabinet has side, cor- 
nice and base of lattice lined with silk and a plate glass door. 

Fire screen frames, with a small centre piece in choice ground 
glass and the space between this and the outer frame filled in 
with lattice work are especially attractive. 

Among the many novelties are lattice frames for pictures. 
They are made with a square or oval opening, into which a nar- 
row gilt molding is fitted. A space around is filled with small 
panels, either plain or set with small jewels. A molding to 
strengthen the structure is then added and a lattice edge is put 
around the margin. Some of these designs are extremely pretty. 
Fancy boxes of lattice work, lined with silk and with plate glass 
covers, are among the coming novelties, as well as letter racks, 
paper shelves and wall pockets. Mantel easels for small pictures 
are also among the minor attractions. 

There are many ingenious ideas as yet stowed away in the 
minds of the manufacturers of these goods, which will develop 
in due time. Some departures from present fashions in lattice 
furnishing are promised, the results of which will be as unique 
as they are pleasing and artistic. 
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WALL CABINET, BY F. THORNTON MACAULAY. TO BE BUILT OP EBONY OR TEAK, COPPER HINGES, LOCK PLATE AND STRAPS. 
PANELS OF SILVER REPOUSSEE, PANEL OVER BOTTOM SHELF IN BEATEN BRASS. 
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